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General

Respondent Composition

The sample for this study was systematically selected from the
circulation of BEEF. An Nth selection from the domestic
qualified list yielded 787 names.

Methodology

The survey packages contained a cover letter, questionnaire
and postage-paid reply envelope, and were mailed on January
23, 2006. On February 21, 2006 a follow-up survey package
was mailed to the non-respondents. All received an updated
survey package similar to the first except that it included a
dollar incentive. The cover letters reflected the fact that there
was an incentive dollar included.

There were 22 undeliverable returns resulting in an effective
mail out of 765. Of this number there were 338 records
finalized, 11 if which were unusable leaving an intab sample
of 327, or a 43% response rate.

This study was designed and conducted by the Agribusiness
Research Department.

Questions about this study should be directed to:
Scott Grau

Research Manager

Agribusiness Division

7900 International Dr., Suite 300

Minneapolis, MN 55425

952.851.4650 or fax 952.851.4601

NOTE: All percents are figured by dividing those who
answered yes by the total who responded to the specific
question. This results in the percents being higher than the
actual percent that represents the whole circulation.

ANIMAL HEALTH

What health problems were treated in your herd in the
previous year?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Worms  60.3 56.7 52.7 58.2 58.2

External parasites 50.5 39.3 38.2 45.8 48.6
Pinkeye 49.5 48.3 53.9 51.6 51.0

Footrot 459 510 533 469 48.1
Pneumonia/BRD  44.3 49.3 46.7 49.1 45.2
Scours  38.8 43.0 48.6 49.5 42.3
Blackleg/Malignant  30.0 30.9 30.3 26.4 27.9
Shipping fever 27.4 26.8 24.9 26.0 26.4
BRSV or Pasteurella 22.8 23.2 23.7 24.2 23.6
BVD 228 289 265 234 26.9

Bloat 21.2 20.1 20.2 24.5 24.5

IBR 20.2 24.5 21.5 19.0 23.1

Pasteurella 16.6 13.4 12.3 12.5 8.2
haemolytica

Clostridiums 15.6 12.8 12.0 125 14.9
Leptospirosis  14.0 17.4 16.1 12.8 13.9
Coccidiosis Edema 12.1 154 14.5 17.9 13.9

Liver flukes 8.5 7.7 7.9 7.7 4.8
H. Sommus/ 6.5 11.4 12.0 9.2/ 53
Nervous system 2.9

disease

Vibrosis 6.2 8.4 6.3 5. 5.8

Fescue Toxicosis 4.9 4.4 5.7 3.7 2.4

Entertoxemia 4.2 6.0 6.6 5.9 7.2

Anaplasmosis 3.9 5.4 4.1 7.7 2.4

Other 1.0 2.0 3.8 4.0 3.8

% Responding  93.9 93.4 93.0 84.8 92.0

Which caused the greatest economic loss for you last year?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Pneumonia/BRD  30.3 34.1 335 X X
Scours 19.9 18.2 26.1 X X

Worms 17.0 17.1 14.1 X X

Pinkeye 15.5 15.1 18.7 X X
Shipping fever 15.5 17.8 16.5 X X
Footrot 14.8 12.4 12.7 X X
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(continued) 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

External parasites 9.7 5.8 5.6 X X

BRSV or Pasteurella 6.9 5.8 53 X X

BVD 6.1 8.1 6.3 X X

Bloat 5.4 4.7 5.3 X X

Pasteurella 5.1 35 1.8 X X
haemolytica

IBR 4.0 5.8 5.3 X X

Coccidiosis Edema 2.9 4.3 4.6 X X

Fescue Toxicosis 2.9 2.7 3.2 X X

Blackleg/Malignant 2.5 1.2 1.4 X X

Leptospirosis 1.8 0.4 2.1 X X

Clostridiums 1.8 0.4 0.7 X X

Anaplasmosis 1.4 1.6 0.7 X X

Entertoxemia 1.1 2.7 1.4 X X

Liver flukes 0.7 1.2 1.4 X X

Vibriosis 0.7 0.8 X X X

H. Somnus/ 0.4 0.8 11 X X
Nervous system
disease

Other 1.8 3.9 3.9 X X

% Responding 84.7 80.9 83.3 84.8 92.0

In which part of your cattle operation do you normally
vaccinate?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Calves 81.5 80.4 82.0 84.2 84.5
Breeding stock 67.7 67.2 70.7 717 67.1
Stocker cattle  37.9 46.6 39.0 38.0 41.3
Feedlot cattle  28.8 29.9 26.5 211 33.8
% Responding 97.6 97.5 96.2 86.6 94.2

Do you use any combination vaccines or bacterins?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 80.7 75.3 81.3 81.2 85.6
No 19.3 24.7 18.8 18.8 14.4
% Responding 92.0 88.7 89.2 79.2 88.9

Which type of vaccine do you prefer?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Combination 64.1 623 68.6 70.3 69.8
No preference 20.4 24.6 225 19.3 22.8
Single vaccine  15.5 13.2 8.8 10.4 7.4
% Responding 94.5 88.1 89.7 80.4 89.8

What do you do to prevent shipping fever/pneumonia?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Vaccinate 64.8 67.6 64.7 60.0 71.5

Limit stress  44.4 42.2 40.7 45.8 46.6
Precondition 41.2 36.7 41.4 42.5 41.5
Keep herd closed 20.1 23.6 19.7 22.5 19.7

Medicated feed/ 25.4 20.7 26.1 21.7 22.8
water

Other 0.7 1.5 2.7 2.1 1.0
% Responding 86.9 86.2 86.5 74.5 85.4

Do you have a trace mineral feeding program?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 77.4 79.7 75.2 78.7 72.8
No 22.6 20.3 24.8 21.3 27.2
% Responding 93.3 92.5 93.5 83.2 91.2

If yes, which minerals are included?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Calcium 63.3 65.5 65.7 67.2 70.5
Magnesium 67.6 66.8 60.9 67.2 74.0
Phosphorus  59.5 60.6 66.5 62.3 68.5
Copper 61.0 59.3 57.1 57.4 63.7
Selenium 543 553 506 52.0 55.5
Iron 47.6 47.3 47.6 49.0 53.4
Potassium  49.5 49.1 48.1 48.0 52.7
Zinc 44.8 46.9 45.9 46.6 521
Manganese 43.3 43.4 42.9 44.6 50.7
Sodium  46.7 42.5 43.8 40.2 47.3
Cobalt 400 381 369 387 48.6
Sulfer 395 358 36.1 37.3 36.3
Don't know 20.0 17.3 19.7 17.2 17.8
Other 5.2 6.2 4.7 9.3 8.2

% Responding 64.2 70.8 68.3 63.4 64.6

‘X’ indicates a question or catagory not asked
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For what purpose do you feed trace minerals?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Improve breeding 64.2 63.9 59.6 59.8 555

Deficiency 57.5 49.2 47.7 52.6 57.8

Improve weaning  40.0 37.8 34.9 38.3 35.3
weights

Vet/nutritionist  36.7 35.3 34.9 30.1 34.7
recommendation

Other 2.9 25 55 5.6 5.8
% Responding 73.4 74.6 68.9 82.6 76.5

Do you feed any of these supplemental vitamins?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Don't feed X 54.8 54.0 52.8 50.8
supplemental
vitamins

Vitamin A X 39.5 41.7 42.4 44.3
Vitamin E X 30.8 35.9 325 37.7
Vitamin D X 319 301 310 32.8
Other X 2.7 2.9 3.7 55

% Responding X 82.4 80.9 84.2 81.0

DEWORMERS

Do you treat your cattle for worms?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 91.0 90.7 89.6 90.8 84.5
No 9.0 9.3 10.4 9.2 155
% Responding 99.1 978 965  98.1 96.9

What methods of treatment do you use?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Pour-on  79.7 81.2 74.4 78.7 80.9

Injectable  36.9 37.6 36.3 315 36.1
Drench 9.7 8.5 10.7 5.9 12.0

Range cubeor 1.4 5.7 4.2 5.9 5.5
block

Medication in feed 6.2 4.6 6.6 4.5 6.0
Paste 2.1 2.8 35 3.8 6.0

Bolus 1.4 1.4 X 0.7 1.6

Other 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.7 1.1

% Responding 88.7 88.4 84.8 88.8 81.0

Which dewormer products do you normally use?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

lvomec 54.4 58.3 45.8 X X
Ivomec Plus 22.6 31.5 35.0 X X
Dectomax 31.4 37.7 32.2 X X
Cydectin  24.0 225 255 X X
Eprinex 12.0 9.4 17.1 X X
Safe-Guard 11.0 12.3 11.2 X X
Levasole 2.1 2.9 35 X X
Tramisol 2.5 5.4 2.8 X X
TBZ/Thibenzole 0.7 29 0.3 X X
Other 5.7 3.6 3.8 X X

% Responding 86.5 86.5 83.9 X X

How satisfied were you with the last dewormer you used?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Very satisfied 33.0 31.3 41.3 X X
Satisfied 65.6 66.9 56.6 X X

Not satisfied 1.4 1.8 2.1 X X
% Responding 88.1 88.1 84.5 X X

What are the major factors that determine which dewormer
you buy?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Effectiveness 56.8 43.2 49.1 45.7 50.8

Price 51.6 50.5 48.8 44.6 47.0

Vet recommendation  27.7 42.5 41.8 44.2 34.3
Past experience  39.3 37.7 40.7 39.9 40.9
Ease of application 47.7 36.3 40.0 38.8 40.3

Number of different 19.6 16.8 20.7 22.7 35.9
worms controlled

Length of coverage 22.8 17.9 211 18.0 28.7
Safety 8.4 11.7 11.2 10.8 14.9
Availability 14.0 168 158 104 16.6
Other 1.8 15 2.1 1.4 X
% Responding 87.2 856 836 86.3 80.1
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EARTAGS AND INSECTICIDES

What do you use ear tags for?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Identification  83.3 80.0 78.8 83.5 84.3

Insecticide  23.1 21.3 27.1 24.3 28.7
treatment

Don't use eartags 14.4 15.7 16.3 13.9 10.6
% Responding 97.9 95.6 95.3 96.0 95.6

Are your cattle involved in any electronic source
identification/monitoring?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Yes 9.9 4.4 54 X X
No 90.1 956 94.6 X X
% Responding 95.4 92.8 93.0 X X

Which pests cause the most problems for your cattle?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Horn flies 67.4 64.8 68.1 67.0 64.8

Face flies 63.5 57.7 62.8 66.7 68.2

Lice 47.2 50.9 52.8 X X

Resistant horn flies  11.6 14.2 14.9 13.9 10.6
Ticks 15.0 15.4 12.4 12.8 14.0

Other 1.0 2.6 35 2.2 6.7

% Responding 92.0 83.7 827 84.8 79.2

FEEDING PRACTICES

Do you feed free-choice mineral supplements?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 785 832 841 835 82.7
No 215 16.8 15.9 16.5 17.3
% Responding 95.4 91.2 850 96.0 94.7

Do you feed protein blocks?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 32.7 335 36.9 42.5 314
No 67.3 66.5 63.1 57.5 68.6
% Responding 91.7 87.1 82.7 95.7 92.9

GROWTH PROMOTANTS

Do you use growth implants in your beef cattle operation?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 43.3 44.9 45.8 50.9 55.7

No 56.7 55.1 54.2 49.1 44.3
% Responding 97.6 956 94.7 98.8 96.9

BREEDING & ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

Do you buy bulls?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 904 931 932 933 91.5
No 9.6 6.9 6.8 6.7 8.5
% Responding 76.1 73.0 81.8 83.9 78.3

ELECTRONICS

Do you use a computer in your operation? (not DTN)
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes X 56.9 55.9 55.8 52.3
No X 43.1 44.1 44.2 47.7
% Responding X 95.9 93.8 96.9 95.6

Do you use the Internet in your farming operation?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 48.2 81.0 85.9 80.8 74.5

No 51.8 19.0 14.1 19.2 25.5
% Responding 95.7  54.5 50.1 53.4 48.7

What do you use the Internet for?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
E-mail 85.2 90.6 88.7 83.1 81.9
Business related 65.8 72.7 67.5 59.3 57.8

Product/company 53.0 59.0 68.9 58.7 53.0
data

News 51.0 59.0 556 436 49.4

Product purchases 47.7 43.9 41.1 32.0 37.3
Personal finance  28.2 36.0 29.8 26.7 16.9
Entertainment  32.2 25.2 20.5 22.0 28.9

‘X’ indicates a question or catagory not asked
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Please indicate how many of the following pieces of
equipment you intend to purchase in the next year

(continued)

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Chat/discussion 6.7
groups

Other 4.0 2.2 0.7 6.4 8.4
% Responding 45.6  43.6  44.3 53.4 36.7

2006

2005 2004 2003 2002

Tractors under 1.5 1.3 1.1 1.1 1.3
100 hp

Tractorsover 100hp 1.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0
Pickup trucks 1.3 1.2 1.3 1.2 1.2
Balers—round 1.6 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Have you purchased farm-related items on the Internet?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Balers-small square 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Yes 396 394 28.0 18.3 22.5
Balers-large square 1.0 1.0 X 1.0 1.0

No 60.4 60.6 72.0 81.7 77.5
Livestock trailer 1.0 1.1 1.0 1.0 X

% Responding 45.6 42.9 41.9 68.0 35.4

Skid-steer loader 1.6 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

% Responding 21.1 18.8 24.3 24.2 22.6

CROPS AND EQUIPMENT

GENERAL

Please indicate how many of the following pieces of
equipment you own:

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 Which of the following best describes your farm/ranch
Tractors under 2.8 3.2 2.8 2.6 2.6 operation over the past year?
100 hp
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Tractorsover 100hp 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.4 2.1 i
Cow/calf operation  78.1 77.6 81.4 81.3 77.2
Pickup truck 2.7 3.0 2.8 2.7 2.6
IO TS Stocker-grower 21.3 21.7 22.8 225 215
Balers — 1.1 1.1 1.1 1. 1.2
alers - round 8 Farmer/feeder 22.5 20.4 22.8 16.5 25.1
Balers-small square 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1
Purebred breeder 12.4 9.6 9.9 14.2 9.6
Balers-large square 0.6 11 1.3 1.0 1.1.
Backgrounder 12.7 14.4 13.8 11.7 13.2

Livestock trailer 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.5 X »
Preconditioner 6.7 7.0 6.0 6.3 5.9

Skid-steer loader 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 105 7.0 5.4 5.7 6.8

Commercial feedlot

% Responding 94.8 93.4 93.0 96.0 95.1 Other 2.8 4.2 3.3 3.2 23
Please indicate how many of the following pieces of WLESPRTRe) 96.3 98.1 97.7 981 96.9
equipment were purchased in the last three years

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 Do you precondition any cattle?
Tractors under 1.5 1.2 14 13 14 EOUSINN 200 B U O CU N 2002
100 hp Yes 379 476 456 394 589
Tractorsover 100hp 1.5 13 13 1.4 13 No 62.1 52.4 54.4 60.6 41.1
Pickup trucks 1.4 1.6 14 15 15 % Responding 87.2 928 90.0 983  94.7
Balers—round 1.0 11 1.0 11 1.0

Balers-small square 0.6 1.0 1.2 1.1 1.0 What is included in your preconditioning program?
Balers-large square 0.6 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Livestock trailer 1.2 1.2 11 11 X Vaccination 96.3 97.1 964 974  96.8
Skid-steer loader 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.1 Worming 84.1 809 76.6 74.1 73.8
% Responding 60.2 58.6 61.0 65.2 58.4 Castration 72.0 72.8 69.3 69.8 63.5
Bunk broke 57.0 66.9 60.6 64.7 59.5
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(continued) 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

30 day weaning 15.9 42.6 36.5 40.5 27.0
(20 day weaning 2001)

Implanting  33.6 36.8 33.6 39.7 38.9

45 day weaning 52.3 33.8 39.4 32.8 24.6
Other 3.7 1.5 4.4 3.4 3.2

% Responding 32.7 42.6 402  36.0 55.8

Are you collecting carcass data on your cattle?
2006 2005 2004 2003 2002
Yes 18.1 16.8 22.0 14.8 46.5

No 81.9 83.2 78.0 85.2 53.5
% Responding 91.1 89.7 90.6 922 96.0

Do you use any beef futures contracts?

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Yes 11.3 133 9.8 9.3 15.8

No 887 86.7 902 907 84.2

% Responding 91.7 94.4 93.0 96.6 95.1

‘X’ indicates a question or catagory not asked
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